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Meter Exercise 

For each line of poetry, you must: 

1. Write the number of syllables on the left of the line 

2. Draw bar lines to show each foot 

3. Write the number of feet on the right of the line 

4. Scan the line with accent markings  | u / | 

5. Determine the type of meter  

___ Some think that meter is a tricky thing to learn ___

Type of meter_________________________________

___ Believe in scanning lines ___

Type of meter_________________________________

___ Success will follow soon___

Type of meter_________________________________

___ Besides ___

Type of meter________________________________

___ Others cannot do it ___

Type of meter_________________________________

___ With study, though, you can get through it fast! ___

Type of meter________________________________

___ And friends impress with knowledge of a skill new-learned ___

Type of meter________________________________

___ In Mr. Butler’s class where ev’ry thing is absolutely great! ___

Type of meter________________________________

Scan each line of poetry and write the type of meter after each line. Some examples are trochaic and some are iambic. Try to see if you can identify the poet, too! 

1. Double, double, toil and trouble;
    Fire burn and cauldron bubble

2. Ah, distinctly I remember it was in the bleak December;
    And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor.
3. Tyger, Tyger, burning bright
    In the forests of the night
4. To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield
5. Tyger, Tyger, burning bright
    In the forests of the night
6. Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?

7. A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a horse!
8. Lo, thus I triumph like a king,
  Content with that my mind doth bring
